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Dear Sir,  

Cumbernauld’s 2014 ‘Plook on the Plinth’ nomination. 

I write to you with regards to the subject above to fervently object to Cumbernauld’s 

nomination as part of this year’s ‘Plook on the Plinth’ competition.  

Cumbernauld has repeatedly been nominated for this shockingly shallow 

measurement of building beauty a number of times now; and, I feel that this year’s 

nomination comes from an individual who knows nothing of the recent developments 

that have made the town a better place in which to live, work and/or visit – as is 

clearly illustrated by his refusal to identity himself as anything more than ‘Dave’.  

In this letter I will cite and illustrate just a small number of particular projects that are 

being taken forward – in most cases by local community groups – to make 

Cumbernauld a better place.  

However, before I outline some of the local projects being taken forward, I wish to 

directly respond to some of the points raised by ‘Dave’, in his submission.   

Firstly, he identifies the loss of “the local court”; Cumbernauld’s Justice of the Peace 

court, in Bron Way, closed earlier this May; it’s closure was part of a national change 

towards somewhat limited ‘regionalisation’, which seen similar courts in Annan, 

Dornoch, Duns, Irvine, Kirkcudbright, Motherwell, Peebles, Rothesay, Cupar, 

Dingwall, Arbroath, Haddington, Portree, Stonehaven, Stornoway and Wick closed – 

with the businesses of these courts moved elsewhere. Therefore, the case made by 

‘Dave’ cannot be applied solely to Cumbernauld, as it was part of a national shake-

up of justice services, instigated by the Scottish Government. 

Secondly, ‘Dave’ points to the “bus depot”, and cites its “vanishing” as a reason for 

Cumbernauld to be named “Plook on the Plinth” once again. This was a business 

decision; and, my understanding is that it operated at a significant lose for First Bus, 

who operated the depot. All of the jobs from the facility were actually protected, and, 
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with the facility itself tucked away, beyond a green belt of trees, it’s not exactly 

equivalent to the loss of a popular beauty spot – the buses, incidentally, still continue 

to run, with services run out of another depot elsewhere. 

Thirdly, in the case of Abronhill High School, I sympathise with his anger, distaste 

and disagreement with the decision of North Lanarkshire Council to close the school 

and move education provision to Cumbernauld High School, some two miles away. 

However, in my position as a Media Communications Officer for the Save Abronhill 

High School Working Group, I have to stress that I do not recall meeting ‘Dave’ at 

any campaign events, meetings or marches. 

I agree with him too on the removal of local records from Cumbernauld, to the North 

Lanarkshire Heritage Centre, in Motherwell. This was a sad decision, however, the 

records do still remain available, in Motherwell – and this is, in itself, not a reason to 

award Cumbernauld the ‘Carbuncle’ award. Furthermore, I would agree with this 

gentleman that the proposal by Clyde Football Club to vacate their Broadwood 

Stadium home, in favour of East Kilbride – this was a disappointing decision. 

However, it’s not final. A vote undertaken amongst the club’s owners, in April last 

year merely allowed the club’s board to seek out a new location, in East Kilbride, 

where the team could play – all of this has to have the “satisfaction” of the club’s 

owners, however – as the resolution voted upon noted. Moreover, their decision – 

although disappointing – is economically justified; they have seen attendances at 

games regularly decline, to the point where remaining in Cumbernauld is simply not 

viable.  

Moving forward, ‘Dave’ then cites the “closure” of Cumbernauld College. ‘Dave’ 

clearly doesn’t fully understand the situation that surrounded the merger. As a result 

of the merger – which involved Motherwell College, and latterly Coatbridge College, 

not become New College Lanarkshire – students now have more course options, 

staff positions are protected, and there are less boards to contend with, as well as 

less savings to be made. No facilities were actually closed in the process of this 

merger – and, I would argue that Cumbernauld has fared better as part of the merger 

than the colleges in Coatbridge and Motherwell. For example, Cumbernauld 

College’s Principal, Martin McGuire, was appointed Principal of the newly formed 

New College Lanarkshire; and, moreover, the college continues to have a major 

involvement in supporting local events and groups – such as Cumbernauld Gala 

Day, and Cumbernauld Environmental Society, respectively. This is therefore no 

reason for Cumbernauld to be nominated, the regionalisation protected the colleges 

and allowed for the expansion of course options, and for the job security of staff.  

Continuing his under-researched, subjective attack on Cumbernauld, ‘Dave’ argues 

that, “Most of the businesses in the town cutting jobs”. If he has the quantitative 

evidence to back up this assertion I will gladly consider his argument. Moreover, I will 
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consider his point if he backs up his case that there is: “A worrying lack of contact 

with the council (they insist we travel to Motherwell)”. A number of council 

departments – including Roads and Transportation and Planning and Regeneration 

– are actually based in Cumbernauld; and, furthermore, if he so wishes, the council 

can be contacted via e-mail, letter, social media or telephone. Their newly designed 

website also means contacting council officials is even easier; and, if the issue is so 

urgent, ‘Dave’ can attend one of his local Councillors’ surgeries; attend Community 

Council meetings or get himself along to a meeting of a local group – for instance, 

Cumbernauld Community Forum, who work closely with North Lanarkshire Council.  

‘Dave’ then points to Cumbernauld’s “shite town center”, and makes the point that – 

in his view: “The town is rapidly turning into a massive housing estate in the mould of 

Easterhouse before there were shops.” If ‘Dave’ cared so much about the state of 

Cumbernauld Town Centre perhaps he should get in touch with the various 

individuals who tried to make a different, namely Campsies Centre (Cumbernauld) 

Limited; Cumbernauld Community Forum; and, Cumbernauld Environmental Society. 

That said, in recent months, the oldest part of the centre complex was bought over, 

after the old owners (CNC Investments Ltd) entered administration. Since buying 

Cumbernauld Town Centre – the original phase of the centre – the new owners have 

begun to make a number of changes to the interior and exterior of the building, 

namely the refurbishment of various shop units, the painting of external walls, the 

replacement of lighting, and the introduction of new signage. Further plans are 

underway also to see what I would consider a radical overhaul of the centre 

undertaken next year.  

 

As I wish to move on, to discuss some of the projects being undertaken in our town 

to make it a better place to live in, work in, and visit, I will merely state my 

disagreement for the final two paragraphs of his submission. For instance, as the 

Secretary of Friends of Cumbernauld House Park, I know nothing of plans by the 

developer of Cumbernauld House to “rip up” Cumbernauld House Park; and, neither 

do I know of any plans to build houses in Cumbernauld Glen; and, to the best of my 

knowledge, parts of the Glen are actually owned by the Scottish Wildlife Trust, and 

are protected. 

Perhaps in the future, ‘Dave’ should consider attending some of the regular meetings 

that are organised by local community groups – who do in fact make a difference in 

the town. And, in line with this, I wish to use the remainder of this letter to outline just 

a small number of the projects that have been undertaken in my town to make it a 

better place – most of which have been taken forward by local groups.  

As part of my objection I wish to note five particular projects which seek to make 

Cumbernauld a better place. They are: Broom Road Playarea, in Abronhill; 
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Cumbernauld Community Memorial Peace Garden, in Greenfaulds; Cumbernauld 

House Park, in Kildrum; Cumbernauld Community Enterprise Hub, in Seafar; and, 

the ‘High Rise Project’ being taken forward by Sanctuary Housing throughout 

Cumbernauld. I will discuss a little bit about each of these projects – all of which will 

hopefully leave you under no illusion that efforts are underway to better 

Cumbernauld – under headings, so I can keep this part of my letter concise.  

Broom Road Playarea. 

Broom Road Playarea is a community play are for children, in Broom Road, 

Abronhill. The park was put in place by North Lanarkshire Council’s Play Services 

Team, but the work is seeking to get the project off the ground was taken forward by 

Abronhill Regeneration Forum. The park boasts state-of-the-art play equipment and 

a brand new, fenced in 3G football pitch. Most of the project cost had ben 

fundraised, which fell down to Abronhill Regeneration Forum. Development of the 

playpark continues to this day, but the involvement of the community was paramount 

to the project – even the park’s logo was designed locally, with a first year pupil at 

Abronhill High School drawing the winning competition entry. 

Cumbernauld Community Memorial Peace Garden. 

Cumbernauld Community Memorial Peace Garden – like Broom Road Playarea – is 

a project being spearheaded by the local community. The project is being taken 

forward by a steering group sub-committee of Cumbernauld Environmental Society; 

and, since starting the project some two years ago, the project has transformed a 

derelict site in Ivanhoe Road, Cumbernauld, into a befitting memorial to the men and 

women who have made the ultimate sacrifice for their country. To date, the overall 

value of the project has cost some £82,000 – although the costs incurred for the 

project have been significantly lower than this, due to the generosity of businesses, 

contractors, individuals and organisations; for instance, representatives from the Air 

Cadets, Army Cadets, 3rd Cumbernauld Scouts, and Cumbernauld Rotary Club 

regularly work at the Garden; and, their efforts over the past year-or-so have 

transformed the site, in a project which appears to be the first of its kind in Scotland.  

Cumbernauld House Park. 

Cumbernauld House Park is the largest park in North Lanarkshire. Known to some 

locals as ‘Cumbernauld fields’, the historic park is a tranquil setting, circled by 

Cumbernauld Glen, and marked out by Cumbernauld House – which sits in the 

middle of the land, as a lasting legacy to the history of the Park. The future of the 

park looks very positive; for instance, the Friends of Cumbernauld House Park group 

has been developing plans for some time now which will see an outdoor gym 

installed in the park, alongside improved footpaths, a new footbridge, and an 
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emphasis on nature, with new plantings – such as the recent planting of a wildflower 

meadow in the park, by Youth Legacy Ambassadors, the Scottish Youth Parliament, 

and Young Scot. Furthermore, the park itself formed a perfect background to 

perhaps the most famous scene of Gregory’s Girl, with one of the park’s trees 

(known as the ‘Queen Mary tree’) up for the accolade of ‘Tree of the Year’. 

Cumbernauld Community Enterprise Hub. 

The Cumbernauld Community Enterprise Hub is a project being led forward by North 

Lanarkshire Council, and funded in part by the Scottish Government.  In November 

2013, the Scottish Government announced they would pay half of the costs to see 

the facility set up. Thereafter, in early 2014, the plans went to consultation; and, in 

May this year, the first artist’s impression of the project were made public. The 

project – which will see the demolition of the existing Muirfield Community Education 

Centre, in Brown Road, Seafar – will span two years, cost around £8million, and see 

the construction of a new community centre, with office space; associated parking; 

landscaped public open spaces; as well as both pedestrian and cycle paths, in 

addition to a new play area constructed. The area surrounding the centre will also be 

regenerated.  

Sanctuary Cumbernauld’s ‘High Rise Project’. 

Sanctuary Cumbernauld’s radical plans to tear down the ageing tower blocks of 

Cumbernauld has become known locally as the ‘High Rise Project’. As part of a four 

phase programme of work, Sanctuary has been constructing brand new, modern 

flats in various Cumbernauld streets – mostly in Seafar – to move residents out of 

the ageing, grey blocks which tower over the town. In the years to come, the tower 

blocks will be pulled down, and the housing put up by Sanctuary Housing will 

establish new communities. The project is expected to last some five or so years. 

In starting to draw my letter to a conclusion, Bobby – Chair of Cumbernauld 

Environmental Society – has asked me to emphasise that this nomination comes 

from one individual, whose poorly researched and written nomination of 

Cumbernauld costs the town in terms of inward investment, and diminishes the hard 

work undertaken, year round, by various local groups, in conjunction with North 

Lanarkshire Council – some of which I have outlined earlier in this letter. 

I hope you find this information sufficient enough to perhaps aid you towards the 

conclusion to Cumbernauld is changing, slowly – mostly due to the hard work of local 

people – to become a better place. Therefore, I hope you find that Cumbernauld is 

not deserving of this year’s ‘Carbuncle’ award; and, neither is it deserving of such a 

ludicrous and factious attack on the hard work of various individuals.  

Yours sincerely, 
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Scott Campbell, 
Secretary of Cumbernauld Environmental Society, on behalf of Robert Johnstone, 
Chair of Cumbernauld Environmental Society.   
 

 


