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Cumbernauld Fact File 
 

Origins:  c150 AD (New Town: 1955) 

Population:  >50,000 (8th in Scotland) 

Gaelic Name: Comar nan Allt 

Famous For: Gregory’s Girl 

  Barr’s Irn-Bru 

Clyde F.C. 

Arria (M80 Statue) 

  An Iconic Town Centre 

Celebrities: Craig Ferguson (TV & Film) 

  Alan Rough (Ex-Footballer) 

  Neil Primrose (“Travis”) 

Ken Buchanan (Ex-Boxer) 

Introduction 

“Cumbernauld's real success story is how it has prospered. The surrounding 

countryside, the high demand for housing, rich and diverse suburbs, transport 

links to Glasgow and Edinburgh, and a vibrant community spirit makes 

Cumbernauld a decent place to bring up a family. Basically, economic success 

plus people power have made it a nice place to live”. These were the words of 

Gordon Young, editor of ‘The Drum’ magazine, who presented Cumbernauld with 

the award for ‘Best Town’ at 2012’s Scottish Design Awards. 

Cumbernauld has long been a much 

maligned town, but with the ongoing 

hard work and effort of numerous 

dedicated individuals and community 

groups, it continues to be a great 

place to live. From “Watch Us Grow” 

who support adults with additional 

needs and learning disabilities to 

develop new skills, confidence and 

self esteem; to the “Cumbernauld 

Community Development Trust”, 

working to restore the decade-long 

derelict, former Cumbernauld Primary 

School into a sustainable community 

facility; and with the countless other 

worthwhile initiatives and projects 

underway, community spirit in 

Cumbernauld has never been greater. 

This portfolio has been produced by Cumbernauld Environmental Society, a 

group of experienced and passionate individuals who have came together to 
facilitate improvements to the landscape and environment of Cumbernauld. 

Since the conclusion of the group’s first major project, working to revitalise a 
disused area of land in Dullatur, Cumbernauld Environmental Society has 
continued to work on a number of other activities in Cumbernauld, including 

working with North Lanarkshire Council to enhance the popular Broadwood Loch 
area; landscape improvements at Carrickstone House Care Home; and leading 

on a community effort to prompt regeneration of Cumbernauld Town Centre. The 
group is currently working on Cumbernauld Community Memorial Peace Garden, 

converting an area of overgrown land into a First World War centenary garden. 

 

 

 
 

Last year, Cumbernauld Environmental Society held its own Beautiful Cumbernauld award 
ceremony to show our appreciation to each of the hard-working and dedicated local community 

groups who all played a key role in Cumbernauld’s Beautiful Scotland Best Small City trophy win. 

 
The ceremony was held at Dullatur Golf Club where Ken Wilson, Head of Land Services at North 
Lanarkshire Council, presented copies of the Beautiful Scotland award to representatives of the 
Friends of Cumbernauld House Park, Scottish Wildlife Trust, Friends of Ravenswood Local Nature 

Reserve, Hope Community Garden, Cumbernauld Living Landscape, and Cumbernauld Rotary Club. 
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Horticultural Achievement 

With abundant natural greenspaces and countless landscaped public places, 
Cumbernauld is a haven for those with an appreciation for the environment. 

Cumbernauld features many greenspaces and natural woods. These include 
Cumbernauld House Park, Cumbernauld Glen, Ravenswood Local Nature 

Reserve, Black Wood, Cumbernauld Community Park, Glenhead Wood, Dullatur 
Marsh, Northside Wood, Croy Hill, Dunns Wood, and Palacerigg Country Park. 
Over the last year numerous activities have taken place throughout 

Cumbernauld as local people work to enhance the landscape of our town: 

Royal Horticultural Society: Wild About Gardens Week 

In October, the Friends of Cumbernauld 
House Park were one of the few North 

Lanarkshire community groups who took 
part in the Royal Horticultural Society’s 

Wild About Gardens Week. As one of the 
first 200 groups nationally to register for 
the event, the Friends of Cumbernauld 

House Park received 500 free Crocus bulbs to plant during the week, which they 
supplemented with additional Daffodil bulbs purchased from group funds. A 

community planting event saw local residents, as well as members of the Friends 
of Cumbernauld House Park and Cumbernauld Rotary Club, turn up to plant the 
bulbs in Cumbernauld House Park, the largest town park in North Lanarkshire. 

New College Lanarkshire: Wildlife Garden 

Cumbernauld Living Landscape has been 
working with Environmental Global Affairs 
and Independent Living Skills students at 

New College Lanarkshire’s Cumbernauld 
Campus (formerly Cumbernauld College) to 

design and build a Wildlife Garden within 
the college grounds. In recognition of their 
work, seventeen students and two lecturers 

have successfully obtained the John Muir 
Discover Award and will be continuing to 

work towards the Explore Award. 

Cumbernauld Community Park: Volunteer Planting 

The Friends of Cumbernauld 
Community Park recently planted 

a vacant site with 420 tree 
saplings, donated by The 
Woodland Trust in their Wetland 

Theme. The group worked with 
The Conservation Volunteers 

(TCV) to plant the sapling 
varieties Downy Birch, Goat 
Willow, Osier, Hawthorn, Hazel, 

and Rowan, at the edge of 
Cumbernauld Community Park. 
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Scottish Wildlife Trust: Enhancing Forest Wood’s Biodiversity 

The Scottish Wildlife Trust has 
undertaken a major project to enhance 

the much loved Forest Wood Wildlife 
Reserve. Funding from Landfill Tax 
Credits, through the Biffa Award, has 

enabled the Trust to restructure the 
woodland to allow natural regeneration 

and peat bog restoration. The project is 
creating new wildlife habitats by 
planting hedgerows, digging ponds, and 

sowing wildflower meadows. These 
improvements ensure that Forest Wood and the surrounding areas continue to 

be home to some of the best wildlife in Cumbernauld. By creating a mosaic of 
habitats and cascade effect woodland, the biodiversity value is much improved. 

Cumbernauld Living Landscape: Promoting Wildflowers 

Cumbernauld Living Landscape is a project; funded by 

Scottish Wildlife Trust, North Lanarkshire Council, and 
Central Scotland Green Network; working to better 
connect people with their local environment and 

greenspaces. Cumbernauld Living Landscape has fast 
become an established brand throughout the town and 

project officers continuously work with local community 
groups to support a wide range of environmental 
improvement projects. 

The project officers regularly attend 

community events to promote the 
importance of caring for our 

landscape and environment. 
Cumbernauld Living Landscape 
recently obtained a Seed Bomb Kit 

which they have been taking to 
events and using to engage young 

people in creating Wildflower Seed 
Bombs, which are then deployed in 

public spaces in Cumbernauld. 

At the Scottish Spina Bifida Centre 
in Cumbernauld, Cumbernauld 
Living Landscape recently delivered 

a Seed Bomb making session for 
the centre’s Superhero Club with 

the Seed Bombs deployed within 
Cumbernauld Community Park. 

Cumbernauld Living Landscape has 

also delivered wildflower seed bomb 
creation events at Mosswater Local 
Nature Reserve, the Watch Us Grow 

Open Day at Palacerigg Country 
Park, Go Wild in Cumbernauld Glen, 

and at local Gala Days.  
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Environmental Responsibility 

As one of Scotland’s largest towns, it’s important that Cumbernauld’s residents 
and visitors live as sustainably as possible. It’s also important that individuals 

and organisations recognise their role in protecting our natural environment and 
take steps to limit the impact of their living processes. Over the last year 

numerous activities have taken place throughout Cumbernauld to make our town 
and its people more environmentally responsible: 

Clean Up Scotland: Local Litter Picks and Environmental Education 

Local people have embraced Keep 

Scotland Beautiful’s Clean Up Scotland 
campaign, building community pride 
and working towards the goal of making 

Scotland the cleanest country in Europe, 
with a number of litter pick events held 

throughout the town, including children 
from Carbrain and Hillcrest Playgroup 
who carried out a litter pick in the 

Carbrain area of Cumbernauld. 

In May, local volunteers helped to clear 
up the Northside Woods Nature 

Reserve, with 40 bags of rubbish 
removed from the area within just four 
hours. Assistance was also provided by 

North Lanarkshire Council’s Restorative 
Justice Team, utilising resource from 

those sentenced to provide community 
service. With concerns over fly-tipping 

an article was published in the 
Cumbernauld News reminding local 
people that they are entitled to get 

bulky items uplifted for free by North 
Lanarkshire Council, with details of local 

Recycling Centres at the Westfield and 
Wardpark areas of Cumbernauld. 

Children attending the Scottish Spina 
Bifida Centre at Craighalbert carried out 

their own litter pick and designed 
posters to display around the nearby 

Cumbernauld Community Park. The 
colourful, eye-catching posters have 
been displayed in prominent locations 

throughout the park and aim to 
encourage people to deposit their litter 

in the bins provided. North Lanarkshire 
Council has also been working to 
promote cleanliness within their parks 

and greenspaces through their 
“Enough’s Enough” campaign, with 

posters promoting responsible dog 
ownership and events offering free pet 

health checks and micro chipping. 
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Abronhill Primary School’s Outdoor Classroom 

Abronhill Primary School, the Scottish 

Wildlife Trust, and construction company 
Carillion have worked together to develop 
an area of Cumbernauld Glen Wildlife 

Reserve into a healthy place to have fun 
and to learn about nature. Working with 

the school, the Trust successfully applied 
for a grant from the Carillion Natural 
Habitats fund to improve the biodiversity 

of the woods and staff from Carillion’s 
head office pitched in and helped remove 

non-native plants that were stopping 
natural regeneration. Volunteers from the Scottish Wildlife Trust built a new path 
through the woods and the school is now using this area to take some of their 

lessons into the woods. The pupils have demonstrated how small actions can 
have big consequences when we take responsibility for our environment. 

Cumbernauld Unconventional Gas Extraction: Promoting Public Debate 

Plans are underway to explore the 
potential of extracting coal bed methane 

gas at Deerdykes in Cumbernauld. 
Planning permission is in place and the 

Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 
(SEPA) have licensed the drilling of an 
exploratory borehole. With understandable 

environmental concerns expressed at any 
action which involves drilling into the 

Earth, Cumbernauld Environmental Society have held a number of public 
meetings with representatives from both Reach CSG and Friends of the Earth 

where they were invited to outline their opposing views. Cumbernauld 
Environmental Society will be working to diffuse any tensions and will be inviting 
the two groups to respectfully debate the issue at their next public meeting, with 

input from SEPA, Scottish Water, and North Lanarkshire Council.  
 

Cumbernauld Community and Heritage Hub 

Work is continuing to convert a derelict 

former primary school in Cumbernauld 
Village into a sustainable community 
facility. The former Cumbernauld Primary 

school building has been subjected to 
vandalism and arson over the last decade 

and seriously detracts from the visual 
amenity of the Cumbernauld Village 
Conservation Area. The building is also 

situated adjacent to a public park and to 
the Langriggs, a Fields in Trust site. Cumbernauld Community Development 

Trust, a local regeneration charity, is working with a number of stakeholders, 
including Cumbernauld Village Action for the Community and North Lanarkshire 
Council, to restore the building into a Community and Heritage Hub. The building 

will include space for indoor sports, functions, and meetings; a community café; 
heritage interpretation displays; and offices for local organisations. The building 

will also link to a new Cumbernauld Heritage Trail, connecting Cumbernauld 
Village with Cumbernauld Glen Nature Reserve and Cumbernauld House Park. 
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Community Participation 

Community participation has always been, and continues to be, the key factor to 
Cumbernauld’s success. The town has countless committed community groups 

and dedicated individuals working hard to make Cumbernauld a great place to 
live. Over the last year local people have shown their commitment to the 

continuous improvement of Cumbernauld and their civic pride for the town: 

Cumbernauld Gala Day 

Cumbernauld’s annual Gala Day took 
place on Saturday 21st June with 

thousands of local people attending the 
event, organised by Cumbernauld 
Community Forum. Starting, as has 

become tradition, with the parade 
through the Town Centre, this year’s 

Cumbernauld Gala Day parade is thought 
to have been the largest ever with floats 
from local organisations and community 

groups, military vehicles, the Irn-Bru 
bus, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 

Pipe Band, and a horse-drawn carriage 
transporting the Gala Queen and 
Princesses. The event took over 

Cumbernauld New Town Hall and the car 
park area with fairground rides, a BBQ, 

climbing wall, emergency service 
vehicles, bouncy castles, stalls from local 
businesses and community groups, and 

with singers, groups, and dancers performing on the main stage throughout the 
day. Each year Cumbernauld Gala Day has gotten bigger and better with the 

people of Cumbernauld coming together to celebrate their community. 

Cumbernauld Community Park’s New Play Park 

Cumbernauld Community Park now 

boasts a new play park and Multi-Use 
Games Area (MUGA), with a value of 

almost £300,000. The project was 
delivered by the Friends of Cumbernauld 

Community Park, with funding from North 
Lanarkshire Council’s Capital and Local 
Development Programmes, and from 

WREN, with development support from 
CultureNL. Along with members of the 

local community, pupils from the nearby 
Cumbernauld and St Andrew’s Primary 
Schools were involved in the development 

of the play park and also took part in a 
competition to design signage for the 

area. The play park, proposed through 
community consultation, is a fantastic 
addition to Cumbernauld Community Park 

and a great asset for the town. 
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Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games 

In 2014 Glasgow hosts the twentieth Commonwealth Games. Cumbernauld has 
embraced the spirit of the games with a large number of local people 

volunteering to be Clyde-Siders, a great turnout to welcome the Baton Relay to 
the town, and with Legacy 2014 funding secured to improve sports and leisure 
facilities in Cumbernauld. 

Despite over 50,000 people applying to 

volunteer at the Commonwealth Games, 
only 15,000 people from all over the 

world were successful in securing roles as 
Clyde-Siders, helping to ensure the 
successful delivery of the Games, with 

the Cumbernauld News regularly 
publishing articles featuring details of 

local Games volunteers. Recently 
Cumbernauld was visited by the Queen’s 
Baton Relay, with thousands of local 

people and schoolchildren lining North 
Carbrain Road to welcome the baton. 

Cumbernauld will also have vastly 

improved sporting facilities thanks to the 
Commonwealth Games Legacy 2014 

Active Places fund. Construction has now 
completed on a new Pro Circuit and Youth 
Olympic level BMX track next to 

Broadwood Stadium. The £420,000 track 
has been funded by North Lanarkshire 

Council, and SportScotland, with 
£100,000 being granted from the Legacy 
2014 fund. The track is believed to be the 

only one of its kind in Scotland and only 
the second in the UK. Next to the new 

BMX track, there will also be three professional tennis courts constructed, 
supported by a £75,000 grant from Legacy 2014. The announcement of the new 
tennis courts were welcomed by Judy Murray who visited the Broadwood Leisure 

Complex to give tennis coaching lessons to local schoolchildren. 

Broadwood Loch Improvements 

Following an extensive community 
consultation exercise in 2012, work has 

been carried out to improve Broadwood 
Loch, a man-made local beauty spot. The 

consultation was carried out by the 
Central Scotland Green Network, in 
conjunction with North Lanarkshire 

Council, with key stakeholders including 
Cumbernauld Environmental Society, 

Cumbernauld Community Forum, and a 
number of local Community Councils. 
Improvements include reconstruction of 

damaged paths, improved drainage, new 
picnic benches, extra litter bins, improved 

woodland access, and a timber play park. 
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Finance 

The groups and projects mentioned in this portfolio, and those which will be 
visited by the Beautiful Scotland judges, have been generously funded; through 

a mix of financial assistance, volunteer time, or in-kind donations; by a wide-
range of local and national organisations, including: 

     

   

 

   

    

 

    

     

Supported with advice and assistance from: 
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Plans For The Future 

Throughout Cumbernauld there are countless community improvement projects 
in development at any one time. Below are just two community projects which 
local groups will be developing to completion over the next year or so: 

Cumbernauld Community Memorial Peace Garden 

Cumbernauld Community Memorial Peace 
Garden is an ambitious project to convert 
an area of overgrown land into a 

community garden, commemorating the 
centenary of the First World War. A 

Steering Group is working to deliver the 
project, comprised of representatives 
from Cumbernauld Environmental 

Society, Royal Air Force Air Cadets, 
Cumbernauld Army Cadet Force, Royal 

British Legion, Cumbernauld Rotary Club, 
and local Scouts; with support from Cumbernauld Community Forum. The 
project value is in the region of £70,000 with the majority of funding being 

comprised of community volunteer labour, and donations from businesses and 
organisations including Sanctuary Cumbernauld housing association, 

Cumbernauld Action for Care of the Elderly, and NHS Lanarkshire. The project’s 
first phase will be opened by the Lord-Lieutenant of Dunbartonshire at a 
ceremony on Sunday 3rd August, with further phases planned to emphasise 

heritage education. A ten year community maintenance plan is already in place 
and it is hoped that the project will become a Fields in Trust Centenary Field.  

 
 

Cumbernauld House Park: Improving Accessibility 

The Friends of Cumbernauld House Park have 

been working with North Lanarkshire Council 
to improve the accessibility of the park. At 

present, there are no footpaths within the 
park and a perimeter path along the southern 
and eastern edges only. North Lanarkshire 

Council’s Local Development Programme has 
recently committed £20,000 to Cumbernauld 

House Park and the Friends of Cumbernauld 
House Park are currently reviewing the requirements for a new path network. 
The group also hopes to deliver an Outdoor Gym project to the park, with 

equipment of timber construction to fit in with the character of the historic park. 
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Appendix: In The Media 

These next two pages highlight some of the media coverage which Cumbernauld 
and its people have received over the last year: 

  



Beautiful Scotland Portfolio: Cumbernauld                 Page 12 of 12 
 


