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Cumbernauld Fact File 
 

Origins:  c150 AD (New Town: 1955) 

Population:  >50,000 (8th in Scotland) 

Gaelic Name: Comar nan Allt 

Famous For: Gregory’s Girl 

  Barr’s Irn-Bru 

Clyde F.C. 

Arria (M80 Statue) 

  An Iconic Town Centre 

Celebrities: Craig Ferguson (TV & Film) 

  Alan Rough (Ex-Footballer) 

  Neil Primrose (“Travis”) 

Ken Buchanan (Ex-Boxer) 

Jon Lawler (“The Fratellis”) 

Introduction 

“Cumbernauld's real success story is how it has prospered. The surrounding 

countryside, the high demand for housing, rich and diverse suburbs, transport 

links to Glasgow and Edinburgh, and a vibrant community spirit makes 

Cumbernauld a decent place to bring up a family. Basically, economic success 

plus people power have made it a nice place to live”. These were the words of 

Gordon Young, editor of ‘The Drum’ magazine, who presented Cumbernauld with 

the award for ‘Best Town’ at last year’s Scottish Design Awards. 

Cumbernauld has long been a much 

maligned town, but with the ongoing 

hard work and effort of numerous 

dedicated individuals and community 

groups, it has always been a great 

place to live. From the “Watch Us 

Grow” gardening group who support 

adults with additional needs or with 

mental health problems and learning 

disabilities to develop new skills, 

confidence and self esteem; to 

“Cumbernauld House Trust”, currently 

working to restore the decade-long 

derelict, former Cumbernauld Primary 

School into a sustainable community 

facility; and with the countless other 

worthwhile initiatives and projects 

underway, community spirit in 

Cumbernauld has never been greater. 

This portfolio has been produced by Cumbernauld Environmental Society, a 
group of experienced and passionate individuals who have came together to 

facilitate improvements to the landscape and environment of Cumbernauld. 
Since the conclusion of the group’s first major project, working to revitalise a 

disused area of land in Dullatur, Cumbernauld Environmental Society has 
continued to work on a number of other activities in Cumbernauld, including 
working with North Lanarkshire Council to implement improvements to the 

popular Broadwood Loch area; delivered landscape works at the Carrickstone 
House Care Home; and provided assistance to the eco-garden development at 

Cumbernauld High School, amongst others. This year we have also been leading 
on a community effort to prompt regeneration of Cumbernauld Town Centre. 

 

 

Last year, Cumbernauld Environmental Society held its own 

Beautiful Scotland awards ceremony to show our appreciation to 
each of the hard-working and dedicated local community groups 
who all played a key role in Cumbernauld gaining a Silver Award. 

 
The ceremony was held at Dullatur Golf Club and on the day 
Cumbernauld YMCA, Dullatur Community Council, Watch Us Grow, 

Friends of Cumbernauld Community Park, Friends of Cumbernauld 
House Park, Condorrat Community Council, Cumbernauld Village 
Community Council, and North Lanarkshire Council were all 

presented with their own copy of the Silver Award. 

 
Our Beautiful Scotland award ceremony received press attention 

from online news website, STV Cumbernauld, and from the local 
newspaper, the Cumbernauld News. A screenshot of the STV 
Cumbernauld article is shown on the left. 
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Horticultural Achievement 

With abundant natural greenspaces and countless landscaped public places, 
Cumbernauld is a haven for those with an appreciation for the environment. 

Cumbernauld features many greenspaces and natural woods. These include 
Cumbernauld House Park, the largest town park in North Lanarkshire; 

Cumbernauld Glen, maintained by the Scottish Wildlife Trust; Ravenswood 
Marsh; Black Wood; Cumbernauld Community Park; Glenhead Wood; Dullatur 
Marsh; Croy Hill; and Dunns Wood; as well as Palacerigg Country Park. 

Throughout the last year numerous activities have taken place throughout 
Cumbernauld as local people work to enhance the scenery and landscape of our 

town. Some of these activities include: 

 

Royal Horticultural Society: Dig Together Day 

The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Dig Together Day campaign takes place 
every November, when RHS affiliated societies are invited to organise 

community tree-planting events in their area. In 2012, Cumbernauld was one of 
only two towns in the whole of Scotland to take part in Dig Together Day. 

420 tree saplings were obtained from The Woodland Trust by local group, the 
Friends of Cumbernauld House Park, and subsequently donated to Cumbernauld 

Environmental Society. The tree varieties were Hawthorn, Silver Birch, Rowan, 
Dogwood, and Wild Cherry. Cumbernauld Environmental Society used the 

saplings, which were provided with canes and spirals, to enhance the 
Greenfaulds and Seafar areas of the town. 

At Greenfaulds Orchard, 

volunteers from Cumbernauld 
Rotary Club worked to plant 
the majority of the saplings, 

also spreading a large 
quantity of soil improver, 

donated to Cumbernauld 
Environmental Society by 
Scottish Water Horizons, 

along either side of the 
woodland path to promote 

growth of the saplings and 
existing trees. In the Seafar 
area of Cumbernauld, Seafar 

and Ravenswood Community 
Council worked with local 

residents to plant a number 
of the saplings, improving 
existing woodlands and 

replacing damaged trees. 

The Dig Together Day event 
was also supported by 

Co-operative Funeralcare, 
based in Cumbernauld Village, who supplied a number of additional tree saplings 

which were planted at Dullatur Golf Club, with support from Cumbernauld 
Environmental Society, by volunteers from Dullatur Golf Club and Co-operative 
Funeralcare. The above pictures show volunteers at Greenfaulds and Seafar. 



Beautiful Scotland Portfolio: Cumbernauld                 Page 4 of 10 

Cumbernauld Living Landscape 

Cumbernauld Living Landscape is a three year 
strategic project to enhance, restore, and 

reconnect Cumbernauld’s abundant 
greenspaces, improving connectivity and 
accessibility for both people and wildlife.  

The project is a partnership between the 

Scottish Wildlife Trust, North Lanarkshire 
Council, and the Forestry Commission 

Scotland, and was formally launched on 
Tuesday 7th May at Cumbernauld Theatre, 
with speeches and presentations from 

Jonathan Hughes, Director of Conservation, 
Scottish Wildlife Trust, Councillor Jean Jones, 

Deputy Provost, North Lanarkshire Council; 
and Derek McKay MSP, Scottish Government 
Minister for Local Government and Planning; 

amongst others. 

The launch event also included a number of 
stalls from local environmental groups, 

allowing them to publicise their work and to 
engage with the local community. Stall 

holders included Cumbernauld Environmental 
Society, Friends of Cumbernauld Glen, 
Friends of Cumbernauld Community Park, 

Friends of Cumbernauld House Park, Froglife, 
and North Lanarkshire Council Restorative 

Justice. 

Cumbernauld Living Landscape Project 
Manager, Ian McKenzie, said “Parks, 
woodlands and gardens are crucial to the 

well-being of both people and wildlife and we 
need to ensure that they are at the heart of 

the town’s future”. 

 

New Central Scotland Forest Trust Woodlands 

Next year, Central Scotland Forest Trust will be 
developing two new woodlands in the Cumbernauld 

area. The new woodlands, called Millcroft and 
Sandyknowes after their nearby respective farms, will 

feature Sitka Spruce (Sandyknowes only), and Scots 
Pine (Millcroft only), as well as  Aspen, Red Alder, 
Silver Birch, Downy Birch, Sessile Oak, Rowan, Hazel, 

Cherry, Goat Willow, Grey Willow, and Hawthorn. 
Central Scotland Forest Trust has consulted with local 

community groups, appearing at meetings and 
distributing materials electronically, well in advance 
of any work commencing. The woodlands will be used 

to off-set carbon emissions, helping to achieve North 
Lanarkshire Council’s carbon reduction targets, and 

as future woodfuel for council wood chip boilers. 
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Environmental Responsibility 

Broadwood Loch Improvements 

Last year Central Scotland 
Forest Trust (CSFT) carried 

out a consultation with local 
community groups and 
individuals into potential 

improvements at Broadwood 
Loch. The consultation event 

took place over three days, 
surveying users of the Loch 
area, with the survey also 

distributed to local residents by post, and electronically to a large number of 
community groups and individuals. The consultation survey received 539 

respondents with CSFT stating “this is a remarkable return, unprecedented in 
similar work locally”. The survey responses identified the most desired 
improvements to be installation of a picnic area, new litter bins and seating, and 

repairs to the path network. CSFT are working with North Lanarkshire Council to 
implement the suggested improvements, and are continuing to consult with 

Cumbernauld Environmental Society and Westfield Community Council. 

 

Good Dog Campaign 

This year North Lanarkshire Council launched their Good 

Dog Campaign, promoting responsible dog ownership and 
working to reduce instances of owners not clearing up 

after their dog. This launch has been supported by 
numerous posters, banners, and billboards throughout 

North Lanarkshire. One local group supporting the 
campaign is the Friends of Cumbernauld House Park who 
have displayed the posters in the park and at community 

engagement events. The group has also distributed a large 
number of bags to dog owners, and further supported the 

initiative by obtaining and displaying Keep Scotland Tidy 
posters around the park, such as the example on the right. 

 

Scottish Wildlife Trust: Northside Wood Enhancements 

Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) manages a number of environmentally important 

reserves in Cumbernauld; including Northside Wood, Forest Wood, Luggiebank 

Wood, and Cumbernauld Glen. In June 2013, SWT were 
awarded almost £30,000 from the North Lanarkshire 
Environmental Key Fund to create a linked network of walking 

and cycle trails at Northside Wood Wildlife Reserve. The grant 
will enable SWT to upgrade nearly 1km of helix trail, 

improving accessibility and key walking routes from 
Cumbernauld Town Centre to Cumbernauld Village and 
Cumbernauld Glen Wildlife Reserve. The area is home to a 

diverse range of wildlife and the upgraded trail will encourage 
walkers and cyclists to stick to the path network, hopefully 

reducing the likelihood of disturbing ground nesting birds and 
other wildlife species. 
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Forestry Commission Scotland Bean Geese Protection 

In May 2013 Forestry Commission Scotland announced they had purchased 90 
hectares of land at Fannyside Muir on the Slamannan Plateau. The site is the 

annual over-wintering ground of Scotland’s only flock of Taiga Bean Geese, 
numbering over 200 birds and representing over half of the UK wintering 
population. The purchase was agreed shortly before a Scottish Government 

public hearing was due to commence, looking into a previously refused planning 
application for peat extraction in the area. A number of local groups and 

individuals had objected to the application which was rejected by North 
Lanarkshire Council, with a subsequent appeal submitted by the land owners. 
The purchased land is close to an existing Forestry Commission Scotland site of 

176 hectares, and consists of deep peat bog, forming part of a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest and a Special Protection Area designated by Scottish Ministers.  

 

Cumbernauld Community and Heritage Hub 

Local registered charity, Cumbernauld House Trust is currently working to bring 

a sustainable community facility to Cumbernauld. The group have been working 
with local group Cumbernauld Village Action for the Community (CVAC), and 

with North Lanarkshire Council, with a view to taking over the former 
Cumbernauld Primary School. The 19th Century School building, which lies within 
Cumbernauld Village Conservation Area, has been closed for ten years and since 

then has fallen into disrepair and been subjected to vandalism. The former 
School lies at the very heart of Cumbernauld Village and it has been 

demoralising for the many local people who once attended the School to see it 
empty, unused, and left to fall into such poor condition. 

With a £10,000 grant from the Big Lottery Fund, and £6,900 from Historic 
Scotland, Cumbernauld House Trust commissioned socio-economic and 

architectural feasibility studies to establish community need and sustainability. 
At a public consultation event last year, over 120 local people came along to 

have their say on the services they would like to see provided at the completed 
facility and to show their support. Malcolm Fraser Architects stated it was the 

best attended public consultation event they had ever seen. 

With the feasibility studies now completed, and with confirmation from the 
relevant committee of North Lanarkshire Council that they would be willing to 
dispose of the school to Cumbernauld House Trust, the project is now at the 

stage of applying for development funding in order to achieve planning 
permission. It is intended that the completed facility will include multi-purpose 

sports and event space, a visitors and heritage centre, a shared service centre 
for local charities and community groups, a café, and meeting space. The full 
development is likely to cost in the region of three million pounds but early 

discussions with potential funders indicate it is an achievable goal.  
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Community Participation 

Cumbernauld House Park Fun Day 

In June, the Friends of Cumbernauld House Park and the Friends of Cumbernauld 
Glen held their annual Fun Day in Cumbernauld House Park, with the support of 

North Lanarkshire Council. The Fun Day event serves to promote Cumbernauld 
House Park and Cumbernauld Glen and to engage the local community, 
particularly young people, with their environment and heritage. Among the 

activities held on the 
day were wildflower 

planting, a treasure 
trail, face painting, 
making bird feeders 

from plastic bottles, and 
plaster casting. Wood 

carving activities were 
also provided by Green 

Aspirations Scotland 
and proved to be 
incredibly popular. 

Despite the poor 
weather the event was 

very well attended. 

 

Town Centre Regeneration 

On Friday 25th January, Cumbernauld Environmental Society (CES) held the first 
in a series of Cumbernauld Town Centre Regeneration Conferences, leading a 

community effort to promote regeneration of the much maligned Town Centre. 
The conference, independently chaired by Professor Frank Clark CBE, was 
attended by representatives of the Town Centre management companies, North 

Lanarkshire Council, members of the community, and elected representatives. 

Presentations were delivered by Eric Hislop, Head of Regeneration and 
Infrastructure, North Lanarkshire Council; Professor Gordon Murray, Head of the 

School of Architecture and Urban Design, University of Strathclyde; and 
Councillor Tom Kerr, Provost of West Lothian Council. The range of speakers 
ensured discussion was centred on what could realistically be acheived in the 

future. John Glenday, Editor of Urban Realm Magazine, was also in attendance 
and this year Cumbernauld was able to avoid another Carbuncle Award. 

A subsequent conference was held in May where the guest speakers were Allan 

Graham, Chairman of Campsies Centre Cumbernauld Limited; Lorna Bowden, 
Business Manager of Strategic Planning, North Lanarkshire Council; and Malcolm 

Fraser, Chairman of the Scottish Government National Review of Town Centres. 
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Ravenswood Local Nature Reserve 

Ravenswood Local Nature Reserve is a 17 

hectare wetland site bordering the M80 
motorway, and has been designated a Site of 

Importance for Nature Conservation by North 
Lanarkshire Council. The Reserve is a haven 
for wildlife including Roe Deer, Kestrels, 

Buzzards, and a wide range of butterflies, as 
well as abundant plant life with wildflowers 

throughout.  

In June 2013, the Ravenswood Local Nature 
Reserve Community Group held a 

Biodiversity Bonanza event, supported by 
North Lanarkshire Council Countryside 
Rangers. The event allowed local people of 

all ages to get involved with important 
conservation work including planting new 

wildflowers, working on the Butterfly Garden, 
and litter picking.  

 

Cumbernauld Gala Day 

At time of writing, the finishing touches are being put to the planning of the 

2013 Cumbernauld Gala Day, due to take place on Saturday 13th July. The 2012 
Cumbernauld Gala Day was a huge 
success and the annual event is a 

highlight of the town calendar. 
Organised by Cumbernauld 

Community Forum, this year’s 
Gala Day will be sponsored by a 
number of local organisations 

including Sanctuary Cumbernauld, 
Scottish Water Horizons, NHS 

Lanarkshire, and Cumbernauld 
Rotary Club, amongst others.  

Likely to be attended by thousands of local people, the Gala Day will feature a 

parade through the town and the crowning of the Gala Queen, as well as 
countless activities and community stalls. Cumbernauld Gala Day is a truly 
community event with a wide range of diverse community groups, individuals 

and local businesses coming together to promote the town in a real display of 
civic pride. 

This year’s Cumbernauld Gala Day will support See Me: Scotland’s national 

campaign to end the stigma 
and discrimination of mental 
ill-health. Cumbernauld 

Community Forum announced 
their support of the campaign 

earlier this year when they 
joined up with the other 
Community Forums in the 

North Area of the authority to 
sign the See Me Pledge. 
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In The Media 

These next two pages highlight some of the media coverage local groups have 
received over the last year. 
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