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Cumbernauld Fact File 
 

Origins:  c150 AD (New Town: 1955) 

Population:  >50,000 (8th in Scotland) 

Gaelic Name: Comar nan Allt 

Famous For: Gregory’s Girl 

  Barr’s Irn-Bru 

Clyde F.C. 

Arria (M80 Statue) 

  An Iconic Town Centre 

Celebrities: Craig Ferguson (TV & Film) 

  Alan Rough (Ex-Footballer) 

  Neil Primrose (“Travis”) 

Ken Buchanan (Ex-Boxer) 

Jon Lawler (“The Fratellis”) 

Introduction 

“Cumbernauld's real success story is how it has prospered. The surrounding 

countryside, the high demand for housing, rich and diverse suburbs, transport 

links to Glasgow and Edinburgh, and a vibrant community spirit makes 

Cumbernauld a decent place to bring up a family. Basically, economic success 

plus people power have made it a nice place to live”. These were the words of 

Gordon Young, editor of ‘The Drum’ magazine, who presented Cumbernauld with 

the award for ‘Best Town’ at this year’s Scottish Design Awards. 

Cumbernauld has long been a much 

maligned town, but with the ongoing 

hard work and effort of numerous 

dedicated individuals and community 

groups, it has always been a great 

place to live. From the “Watch Us 

Grow” gardening group who support 

adults with additional needs or with 

mental health problems and learning 

disabilities to develop new skills, 

confidence and self esteem; to 

“Cumbernauld House Trust”, currently 

working to restore the decade-long 

derelict, former Cumbernauld Primary 

School into a sustainable community 

facility; and with the countless other 

worthwhile initiatives and projects 

underway, community spirit in 

Cumbernauld has never been greater. 

This portfolio has been produced by Cumbernauld Environmental Society, a 
group of experienced and passionate individuals who have came together to 

facilitate improvements to the landscape and environment of Cumbernauld. 
Since the conclusion of the group’s first major project, working to revitalise a 

disused area of land in Dullatur, Cumbernauld Environmental Society has 
continued to work on a number of other activities in Cumbernauld, including 
working with North Lanarkshire Council to implement improvements to the 

popular Broadwood Loch area; delivered landscape works at the Carrickstone 
House Care Home; and provided assistance to the eco-garden development at 

Cumbernauld High School, amongst others. In 2012 we will be working to 
reinstate the former Greenfaulds Orchard area with a Wildflower Meadow. 

 

Last year, Cumbernauld Environmental Society held its own 
Beautiful Scotland awards ceremony to show our appreciation to 
each of the hard-working and dedicated local community groups 
who all played a key role in Cumbernauld gaining it’s Silver Award. 
 
The awards ceremony was held at the Watch Us Grow site at 
Palacerigg Country Park and on the day Cumbernauld YMCA, 
Dullatur Community Council, the Alpha Project, Watch Us Grow, 
Friends of Cumbernauld Community Park, Friends of Cumbernauld 
House Park, Cumbernauld Allotments Society, and Cumbernauld 
Village Community Council, were all presented with their own copy 

of the Silver Award certificate. 
 
Our Beautiful Scotland award ceremony received press attention 
from online news website, STV Cumbernauld, and from the local 
newspaper, the Cumbernauld News. A screenshot of the 
Cumbernauld News website article is shown on the left. 
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Horticultural Achievement 

With abundant natural greenspaces and countless landscaped public places, 
Cumbernauld is a haven for those with an appreciation for the environment. 

Cumbernauld features many greenspaces and natural woods. These include 
Cumbernauld House Park, the largest town park in North Lanarkshire; 

Cumbernauld Glen, maintained by the Scottish Wildlife Trust; Ravenswood 
Marsh; Black Wood; Cumbernauld Community Park; Glenhead Wood; Dullatur 
Marsh; Croy Hill; and Dunns Wood; as well as Palacerigg Country Park. 

Throughout the last year numerous activities have taken place throughout 
Cumbernauld as local people work to enhance the scenery and landscape of our 

town. Some of these activities include: 

 

Cumbernauld Village Action for the Community (CVAC) 

Over the last year Cumbernauld Village Action for the Community (CVAC) has 
worked hard to maintain the character of this important Conservation Area and 

to make the area a great place to live, and visit. Anyone visiting Cumbernauld 
Village can find impressive displays as hanging baskets, flowering tubs, colourful 
private gardens, and budding flower beds, seem to adorn almost every corner. 

CVAC arranged for flower tubs to be 

located in the Village, with four tubs 
donated by “Miller Homes” and four tubs 

donated by “Energen Biogas”. The tubs 
were constructed and planted by local 

environmental charity “Watch Us Grow”. 

And in the Lang Riggs, the ancient former 
gardens of the Village houses, local groups 
and residents have acted to protect this 

much loved walking route and to make it 
more aesthetically pleasing, with several 

planting events held over the last year. The 
Lang Riggs now feature colourful flower 
beds and displays, examples of which are 

shown in the pictures to the right. 

 

Cumbernauld Community Park 

Over the last year Cumbernauld Community Park has worked with Froglife to 
create new ponds; completed a WIAT (Woods In and Around Towns) path 

around the perimeter of the park with bridge links installed by the local division 
of the Territorial Army; and, with the assistance of four classes from St Andrews 
and Cumbernauld Primary schools, planted in the region of four hundred Flag 

Iris, May Flower, and Ragged Robin plants.  

In May, the group carried out a number of planting events, as part of the Jubilee 
Woods Project, supported by North Lanarkshire Council Countryside Rangers and 

volunteers from the Woodland Trust. This woodland has contributed to North 
Lanarkshire’s Diamond Jubilee Wood, with a total area of more than 60 acres. 
The final planting event was carried out by pupils from each of the four schools 

who are able to walk into the Park, including Eastfield Primary and Holy Cross 
Primary in Croy, who planted three hundred trees and were presented with 

special Diamond Jubilee and Woodland Trust bonnets. 



Beautiful Scotland Portfolio: Cumbernauld                 Page 4 of 10 

Condorrat Residents and Tenants Association 

Condorrat Residents and Tenants Association have worked tirelessly to give their 
village a unique identity. Embracing their heritage, the group have installed and 

maintained mining carts, donated by “Summerlee Museum”, with bright and 
welcoming flowering plants. Driving along 
the Condorrat Ring Road you also 

encounter various statues and displays 
from a horse and cart, to a train engine and 

carriages (shown in the picture to the left), 
alongside numerous flower boxes. 

 

Hope Community Garden 

A community project which has helped those with mental and physical 

disabilities to get back to nature, Hope Community Garden has been working 
over the last year to transform the 
dilapidated garden area of the Muirfield 

Centre in Seafar into a thriving community 
garden. Many members have found their 

confidence to have increased as well as their 
enthusiasm for gardening. 

 
Cumbernauld Care Home 

Cumbernauld Care Home, based in the Greenfaulds area of the town, recently 
launched a campaign for local people to donate old baths to the home for a new 

and ambitious horticultural project. The home cares 

predominately for those who suffer from end stage 
dementia and new ways were sought to allow 

residents to get back in touch with previous hobbies, 
like gardening. Although there are areas within the 
grounds that could be used to grow various winter 

plants and vegetables, the soil is so shallow that 
nothing could grow there so the home’s personal 

activities leader came up with the idea of using baths 
to get the required depth of soil. The home found a 
number of residents used to do gardening every day 

and this initiative allows them to enjoy doing it again. 

 
Future Plans 

Cumbernauld Salvation Army is in the process of expanding their hall in Kildrum 
and they are planning to include a community garden within the development. 

Friends of Cumbernauld Glen will be hosting a fun day in September to educate 
and spread awareness of the Glen, with guided walks and demonstrations. 

Cumbernauld Environmental Society is continuing to progress plans for the 

construction of additional allotments in the town. The group is working with 
Cumbernauld Allotments Association, which has a number of plots to the rear of 

Cumbernauld House, to establish best practice. The current allotments have a 
long waiting list demonstrating a keen demand for additional plots in the area. 
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Environmental Responsibility 

Friends of Cumbernauld House Park 

Cumbernauld House Park is the largest town park in North Lanarkshire; with the 
18th Century, A-listed Cumbernauld House as a striking centrepiece; constructed 

using the ruins of the former Cumbernauld Castle. Realising there was a growing 
number of local people who weren’t aware that Cumbernauld’s origins went back 
much farther than the New Town, the Friends of Cumbernauld House Park 

applied for, and were successful in obtaining, 
lottery funding to tell the story and showcase 

the history of the park; which includes the 
filming location for some memorable scenes in 
the cult classic, 1981 movie “Gregory’s Girl”. 

Interpretive panels were designed, constructed 
and, supported by local firm, Highland Colour 

Coaters, galvanized for free, before being 
installed at key locations in the park. 

 
St Maurice’s Underpass 

Wildlife, people and architecture set against the sunset over Cumbernauld and 

illuminated by 170 light bulbs - this is the spectacular sight now greeting people 
using the underpass at Craiglinn roundabout. The underpass has been 
transformed thanks to a £30,000 project funded by the North Lanarkshire 

Council Local Development Programme. Designers Hamish Bigg and Roy Shearer 
worked with pupils from St Maurice's High School to create this community art 

project, which includes murals on the walls and a colourful lighting display which 
brings the underpass to life during the evening and night. The murals celebrate 
scenes from the local landscape, featuring 

wildlife, people, parks and landmark buildings, 
while the lighting slowly changes colour 

throughout the night from oranges for sunset, 
deep purple for dusk and rich blues for the 

remainder of the night, all set against a 
backdrop of stars. By using LED lighting, the 
whole project only uses the equivalent of six 

typical domestic incandescent light bulbs. 

 
Scottish Wildlife Trust 

Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) manages a number of environmentally important 
reserves in Cumbernauld; including Northside Wood, Forest Wood, Luggiebank 

Wood, and Cumbernauld Glen. One of their initiatives is the Living Landscapes 
project where they work with landowners, community groups 

and other agencies to create vibrant living landscapes. In the 
process they are looking to transform areas totaling 66,500ha 
into nature rich landscapes, delivering benefits for communities 

and wildlife. SWT also works to educate and engage local people 
with their environment and in Cumbernauld they have delivered 

a number of educational events over the last year. These 
include: Frogs and toads for beginners, Butterflies for beginners, 
Guided walks around Dullatur Marsh, Botany walks in Luggiebank 

Woods Reserve, and Mammal tracks identification workshops. 
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Westfield Waste Disposal and Recycling Centre 

In January 2012, North Lanarkshire Council formally opened a brand new Waste 
Disposal and Recycling Centre in the Westfield area of Cumbernauld. Amongst 

other items, this new facility allows for the recycling of: 
paper, cardboard, car batteries, engine oil, glass bottles 
and jars, textiles and shoes, food and drinks cans, 

garden waste, scrap metal, building rubble, bricks and 
slabs, timber, wood, and electrical equipment. North 

Lanarkshire Council’s most recent recycling rate is 43.9% 
and it is hoped the opening of this new centre will help 
take that total to over 50%. 

 

Cumbernauld House Trust 

Local registered charity, Cumbernauld House Trust is currently working to bring 
a sustainable community facility to Cumbernauld. The group have been working 

with North Lanarkshire Council for over six months with a view to taking over 
the former Cumbernauld Primary School. The 19th Century School building, 

which lies within the Cumbernauld Village Conservation Area, has been closed 
for ten years and since then has fallen into disrepair and been subjected to 
vandalism. The former School lies at the very heart of Cumbernauld Village and 

it has been demoralising for the many local people who once attended the 
School to see it empty, unused, and left to fall into such poor condition. 

With a £10,000 grant from the Big Lottery Fund, and £6,900 from Historic 

Scotland, Cumbernauld House Trust has commissioned socio-economic and 
architectural feasibility studies to gauge the demand and the sustainability 
potential for a community facility. At the recent public consultation event, part of 

the feasibility process, over 120 local people came along to have their say on the 
services they would like to see provided at the former School and to show their 

support. The hugely experienced architects, “Malcolm Fraser Architects”, stated 
that this was the best attended public consultation event they had ever seen. 

Preliminary results from the feasibility study reports (which will be available at 

the end of August), show broad support for multi-purpose event space, a visitors 
and heritage centre, a shared service centre for local charities and community 
groups, a café, meeting space, and a community garden. The full development is 

likely to cost in the region of two million pounds but early discussions with the 
Big Lottery Fund and the Heritage Lottery Fund, as well as a number of other 

grant funders and local businesses, indicate it is an achievable goal. This 
sustainable community facility will be not just for Cumbernauld Village, but 
Cumbernauld as a whole. 
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Community Participation 

Cumbernauld High School 

In April this year, Cumbernauld High School began the physical work of 
transforming an empty plot of land in the centre of the school grounds into an 

eco-garden. With valuable assistance from a number of local residents, pupils, 
parents, and teachers; their hard work paid off with an incredible 
transformation, as demonstrated by the pictures below. 

  

 

Cumbernauld Environmental Society 

On Saturday 10th March, Cumbernauld Environmental Society (CES) hosted an 
event in the Antonine Shopping Centre to put Cumbernauld’s environment firmly 
in the spotlight. CES arranged a number of like-minded community groups to 

come along to event and help educate the people of Cumbernauld about the 
enormous amount of work being done by the community to make Cumbernauld 

a nicer place to live, work, and visit. 

Cumbernauld Environmental Society was joined at the event by Friends of Kelvin 
Valley, Cumbernauld Gardening Club, Friends of Cumbernauld House Park, 

Cumbernauld YMCA, Watch Us Grow, Friends of Cumbernauld Community Park, 
and Cumbernauld Allotments 
Association; and materials were 

distributed on behalf of Scottish 
Water, Scottish Wildlife Trust, and 

Scottish Natural Heritage. 

The event was a huge success 
and allowed the groups to really 

showcase the hard work being 
done throughout Cumbernauld in 
improving our town’s landscape 

and greenspaces, and the level of 
interest shown exceeded all 

expectations. CES found it 
encouraging to have so many 
community groups working 

together and they will be building 
on these relationships as they 

work to deliver environmental 
improvements to Cumbernauld. 
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Whitelees Primary School 

On Tuesday 12th June, at a glittering awards ceremony held at the Hilton Hotel in 

Glasgow, Whitelees Primary School were announced as winners of the 
Sustainable School Award at the Scottish Educations Awards 2012; beating other 

finalists Bucksburn Academy, Aberdeen; and Mayfield Primary School, Saltcoats. 

Whitelees Primary won the award for their commitment to engaging staff, pupils 
and the wider community in leading a sustainable 

lifestyle. The school has four Green Flags and an eco 
committee with members from Primary One to 
Primary Seven who check how well the school is 

performing against ten key topics, before assigning 
responsibilities to each class such as litter, energy 

monitoring and waste reduction.  

Parents and members of the local community are 
also encouraged to take part in litter clean up days, 
adventure outings in local parks, and hill walking 

trips. The work being carried out by the children is 
developing their communication skills and ICT skills, 

as a result of making phone calls, writing reports, 
and contacting Councillors. The award was a 
fantastic achievement and the School held a fun day 

to celebrate. 

 

Cumbernauld Community Park 

Earlier this year, Cumbernauld Community Park held a successful litter pick 
event. Teams of workers from ASDA and McDonalds, joined by more than 
seventy pupils from Cumbernauld Primary School and St Andrew’s Primary 

School, converged on the park to clear up as much rubbish as possible. The, 
much needed, litter pick event collected around 35 full bags of rubbish. 

 

Cumbernauld Gala Day 

Held on Saturday 14th July, the 2012 Cumbernauld Gala Day was a huge 
success. Attended by thousands of local people, the Gala Day featured a parade 

through the town and the crowning of the 
Gala Queen, as well as countless activities 

and community stalls. Cumbernauld 
Community Forum hosted the event, in 

association with a large number of local 
businesses who made the event possible 
through sponsorship, and Cumbernauld 

Community Forum will be working to make 
sure next year’s Gala Day is even better. 

 

Future Plans 

Over the next year, Cumbernauld House Trust will be working on a major history 
project to capture, collate, and publish the story of Cumbernauld and its 

development from Roman times to the present day. The project is being 
developed in conjunction with Heritage Lottery Fund’s All My Stories campaign 

and will include gathering oral histories of Cumbernauld New Town. 
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In The Media 

These next two pages highlight some of the media coverage local groups have 
received over the last year. 
 

A “Top Tips” blog on STV 
Cumbernauld by the 

Chairman of Cumbernauld 
Allotments Association: 
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