
 

 

 

 
Minutes of Meeting held on 25 August 2011 at 10am, held in the Lecture Theatre, 

Palacerigg Country Park. 

 
Present: B Johnstone, M Smillie, D Logan, J Banks, Nick Dekker, B Flynn, B Thomson, 

NLC. 

Apologies: K Gray NLC, Y McPherson, D MacIntosh, D Weber Scottish Horizons, A Smith, 

B Kinsler, A McCulloch, M Harrison, M Stewart, SWT. K McGregor, G Lewis NLC, B Lees, 

John Brophy, A Sneddon. 

Minutes: Previously circulated, taken as read and approved by J Banks and D Logan. 

Matters Arising from Minutes:  

Keep Scotland Beautiful judging day was held on a very wet 12 August. The representatives 

present on the coach with the judges felt that the judging went well and the judges were 

impressed by the enthusiasm of the representatives of the new projects on show for the first time. 

Judging time overran by 40 minutes and the day ended by a welcoming lunch provided by Ann 

McCulloch at Watch us Grow.  

 

G Lewis met with the C.E.S committee on 15 August for a debriefing meeting where the 

positives and negatives were discussed. There will possibly be another meeting planned with 

Gerry after the awards ceremony in Rothesay on 12 September. Gerry thanked C.E.S for their 

input in putting the portfolio together and asked if we would take it on for next year. M Smillie 

confirmed that she would be delighted to do it and suggested that an events calendar would be set 

up for all the groups that participated, so that the maximum coverage would be given. 

 

The “It’s our Neighbourhood” assessment day for the Dullatur Project is planned for Friday 26 

August. 

 

Correspondence:     

Minutes of Cumbernauld Forum previous months meeting. 

E-mails from G Lewis re KSB arrangements and drive through timetables. 

E-mail from Andy Hines regarding public consultation in the Antonine Centre on Saturday 27 

August at 12.00- 2.00pm. 

Notices and e-mails were circulated to residents in Dullatur who are directly affected by the 

Woodland Maintenance Plan. 

Robert McAllen re the official siting of five new interpretation panels for Cumbernauld House 

Park on Saturday 3 September. 

E-Mail from Hayley Andrew NLC who apologised that she cannot attend the September meeting 

to speak about the NLC Core Path system due to a prior commitment.  Mark Palmer NLC, will 

attend in her place. 

Notice of the Cumbernauld Community Forum AGM to be held in the Muirfield Centre on 13 

September. 

 

Bobby Johnstone welcomed everyone present and opened a general discussion starting with the  

Proposed improvements at Broadwood Loch. 

 

Complaints from Blackwood Residents and loch users are being heard now on a regular basis. 

The general condition of the walking paths and the self-seeding shrubs encroaching on the paths 
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are particularly problematic. Correspondence from Mr D Macdonald has been forwarded to B 

Thomson NLC, regarding the amenities that were proposed when the residential area was being 

developed. B Thomson is aware of the overgrown tree problem and confirmed that trees would be 

thinned out as part of the Woodland Management Plan and they could possibly be widened to 3 

metres on each side of the path, leaving clear lines of sight for the path user. Sitka spruce trees 

will be removed completely and the more suitable native broad leafed species will be planted. 

 

This will be part of an overall public consultation to produce a scoping plan which will result in a 

development plan. NLC will be looking at a Key Funding scheme or Regeneration Funding 

through Martin Dickson NLC. No money is available at present.  

 

The time scale for the scoping plan would be around two weeks, with the consultation taking 

place in November or December and an application applied for early in the New Year. Any funds 

left in the pot will be used in 2012. 

 

Gradients of the Footpaths in particular for wheelchair users were also discussed in the 

Cumbernauld Community Park and the Snake Path. This question was asked by B Flynn who 

with her husband helps with the care of a young adult with cerebral palsy. Several pathways in 

the Community Park are challenging for wheelchair users and others unsuitable. Mrs Flynn added 

that gradient signage would be useful. Signage for the visually impaired would also be 

appreciated. B Thomson suggested that this problem should be discussed at the next C.E.S 

meeting when the topic is core paths. 

 

Any other Business; 

 

Funding; 

The contribution from NLC Community Grant for the groups’ start up fund was disappointing 

and will not look at any of the essentials e.g. insurance from Keegan & Pennykidd and printing, 

required to promote a reasonable public presentation of the groups activities or aims. Without 

insurance the society cannot proceed with any grant funding applications. A meeting has been 

arranged with NLC’s Ros Griffith on 26 August to look at various points on the first application 

that could be improved on. 

 

The C.E.S has retained the services of Collins McKay of VANL to help with funding applications 

for the next phase of the Dullatur Project. A letter will be sent to Brian Thomson from Dullatur 

Community Council requesting confirmation that the Dullatur Project in Prospect Road is being 

carried out with the knowledge and supervision of senior officers of NLC. 

 

Jack Banks spoke of the requirements of the C.E.S proposed public presentations in the Antonine 

Centre, which was hoped to go ahead in October but as the main Christmas shopping period for 

the Centre will start from November will probably make sense to shelve it until the New Year. 

This will give the group time to approach all other like minded group members within the 

Cumbernauld Environmental Society to attend a joint meeting to be held in The Cumbernauld 

College on Thursday 20 October at 7.15pm.  

 

The purpose of this “Working for You” meeting is to present to the general public the activities 

and aspirations of each individual “Friends” or Partnership group within Cumbernauld. This will 

hopefully encourage more interest in the volunteer force in the greater Cumbernauld area. The 

initial concept of the presentation will be that each group will have an opportunity to showcase 

their activities for a short time, yet to be agreed, perhaps on a quarterly rotation in the Antonine 



Centre with visual aids of still photographs and a continuous video playing of current projects 

and have a chance to talk to the public about the valuable work the volunteer force is doing for 

Cumbernauld. The video will be produced by Kenny McGregor, vice chair of C.E.S.    

 

Date of next Meeting Thursday 29 September at 10.00am, Palacerigg Country Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


