
 

 

 

 
Minutes of Meeting held on 26 June 2011 at 10am, held in the Lecture Theatre, 

Palacerigg Country Park. 

 

 
Present: B Johnstone, M Smillie, K MacGregor, Y McPherson, D Logan, J Banks, A 

Sneddon, K Gray NLC, B Kinsler, Brian Thomson, NLC, Gerry Lewis NLC, David MacIntosh, 

Nick Dekker, P Carter, John Brophy, Cllr B Chadha 

Apologies: B Lees, C Brady, D Weber Scottish Horizons, A McCulloch, M Harrison, B 

Flynn. 

Minutes: Previously circulated, taken as read and approved by Y McPherson and A 

Sneddon 

Matters Arising from Minutes: None 

Correction. Brian Thomson asked that a correction be made to the May 2011 Minutes, in his 

presentation it was Minuted under Ground Maintenance, This should read Landscape Architects. 

Correspondence:     

Minutes of Cumbernauld Forum previous months meeting. 

 

Bobby Johnstone welcomed a new member John Brophy, whose interest is angling and guest 

speaker, Mark Hamilton who will give his presentation on the completion of the Woodlands 

Management Plan survey for most of the draft plan of Cumbernauld.  

 

Presentation by Mark Hamilton 

 

The Woodland Management Plan is a long term maintenance working document to cover a 10 

year period. It will establish a basis for the NCL budget for that period. 

 

It covers 8 areas within Community Council areas and approximately 250-500 hectares of 

woodland managed by North Lanarkshire Council and the Woodland Trust. Plus Palacerigg 

Country Park is excluded from the survey. 

 

The woodland type is mainly broad leaf species and 75-95% is semi mature.  

 

He spoke of tree Health and the balance of tree species and age classes, stressing the importance 

that  tree felling is crucial to the maintain the health of trees. Selective felling benefits in the long 

term with the exception of the Low Wood at Auchenkilns; where the removal of conifers was 

difficult due to site access. 

 

Areas in Broadwood and Hillmoss are being felled to create wetlands. Felled wood will be turned 

to wood fuel or timber with a higher market value will be sold for building purposes. 

 

Mark discussed the importance of Biodiversity which allows light to the forest floor and the 

maintenance of tree screens and barriers in public areas especially on footpaths and road verges. 

This is a public safely issue that footpaths are kept clear and sight lines are maintained. He spoke 

of the removal of invasive species like Rhododendron Ponticum, snowberries, Japanese 

Knotweed and the Himalayan Balsam.  

 
        Cumbernauld Environmental Society 

Working for you 

 



Plans and a copy of the Management plan were distributed to any interested parties. 

He opened questions from the floor; 

 

D Logan asked why Westerwood was not part of the survey. 

Mark Hamilton answered; this area is not owned by NLC. 

Brian Thomson NLC added that some woodlands may be excluded in the survey. 

 

Y McPherson asked; what was the time scale of the consultation. 

Mark Hamilton answered; within the month. NLC award bids will be looked at in Jan-March 

2012-13. NLC has capital this year to fund some projects. 

 

David McIntosh asked; are NLC geared up for timber products. 

Mark Hamilton answered; There is a plant at Strathclyde Park also Angus Bio Fuels will be used. 

Timber of value will be used for other purposes. 

 

Paul Carter reported the Reforesting Gathering in Kelvin Valley will be held in Croy Miners 

Welfare in October 

 

Nick Dekker asked how can groups help and we cannot undo what already has been done 

regarding some of the seemingly unnecessary felling of trees around Cumbernauld. 

Bobby Johnstone thanked Mark for an interesting talk and opened the meeting for the rest of the 

agenda. 

 

Bobby invited Mr John Brophy to speak briefly on his wishes to promote better amenities for 

anglers in Cumbernauld. Mr Brophy spoke of the removal of the fishing platform at Broadwood 

Loch. This had been set on fire by vandals and removed. It was suggested that a fireproof 

pontoon, that is used in boating marinas could be considered. A similar pontoon could be 

provided for wheelchair users at St Maurice’s pond.   

 

He spoke of the problems of invasive weeds snagging lines at both Broadwood and St Maurice’s 

and although complaints had be made about the presence of two cars submerged in St Maurice’s 

Pond he suggested that this was beneficial for the fish, providing them with a hiding place. 

He made the suggestion that a fishing loch could be established within Cumbernauld Community 

Park. Brian Thomson suggested that this could be problematic as would this be for a private club 

or if for public use and who would levy and collect fees etc. This would be a subject for future 

discussion. He spoke of the Water Purification scheme, “Clyde in the Classroom” where fish 

stock is reared by pupils and released into ponds. Willie Yoemans is the contact for the Clyde 

River Foundation. 

 

Jack Banks; Cumbernauld Gardening Club will head up the marketing presentation of 

Cumbernauld Environmental Society to promote the groups projects to the general public and 

promote NLC initiatives and projects in the Antonine Centre. Kirsty Grey has several ideas that 

she will present to the group. This is hoped to raise the public awareness of NLC projects by 

holding monthly presentations. A meeting will be arranged with Kirsty Grey and members of the 

Society with Karen Blair, Manager of the Centre. 

 

Kenny Macgregor; Cumbernauld Allotment society. The land offered as a potential site for 

allotments and a Community Garden at Cumbernauld House was surveyed by representatives of 

NLC and was thought to be unsuitable. There is a huge amount of work required and the area is 

full of Japanese Knotweed. 



 

Nick Dekker asked why the walking access to the path at the Cumbernauld Community Park  is 

fenced off. He also mentioned the gap maintained by residents. 

 

Barney Kinsler; the WIAT path was meant to join up with the existing path. HMC, contractors 

for the M80 upgrade, were instructed to fence off this area. There is a way leave from the Water 

Board. However, Transport Scotland had given permission to remove the fence. The pathway will 

be open within two months. 70% of the residents in Landsdowne Road have been canvassed to 

approve access. 

 

Keep Scotland Beautiful- Cumbernauld 2011.  

 

C.E.S is compiling the portfolio for the 2011 campaign. Gerry Lewis and the members of the 

committee will meet at Pine Lodge at 10.00am every Tuesday morning until the judging day and 

then the following Tuesday as a debriefing meeting. The Dullatur Project is well under way. NLC 

will reposition the fencing to the back of the Dullatur Village sign and cover the area with a weed 

suppressant membrane, then top dress with decorative chips. Replacement shrubs will be 

provided by NLC and the residents will plant up the stone circles in the centre of the village. 

 

Any other Business 

 

The Chairs of the Allotment Society and Cumbernauld Gardening Club requested a site visit with 

NLC officers to survey suitable sites within the Cumbernauld Community Park. 

 

The Core Path consultation process is now complete. Contact Mark Palmer to attend future 

meeting. 

 

North Lanarkshire Disability Panel request to be copied into the Societies Minutes. 

 

Date of next Meeting Thursday 28 July at 10.00am, Palacerigg Country Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


